
Duldul: The Prophet's Mule, a Symbol of
Loyalty and Divine Favor
In the tapestry of Islamic history, certain figures stand out as emblems of
devotion, loyalty, and divine favor. Among them, Duldul, the Prophet
Muhammad's cherished mule, occupies a place of unique significance. This
extraordinary animal, whose name translates to "the pampered one,"
played an integral role in the Prophet's life, accompanying him on some of
the most pivotal spiritual journeys in Islamic tradition.

Duldul's Arrival in Medina

Duldul's arrival in Medina is shrouded in an aura of mystery and wonder.
According to Islamic scholar Ibn Ishaq, Duldul was gifted to the Prophet by
the Coptic Christian king of Alexandria, Muqawqis. The king had heard of
the Prophet's virtues and sought to establish diplomatic relations with him.
As a token of respect and admiration, he presented Duldul to the Prophet,
recognizing his status as a man of peace and divine guidance.
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The Night Journey and Miraculous Ascension

Duldul's most famous appearance is undoubtedly in the account of the
Prophet's Night Journey and Miraculous Ascension (Isra and Mi'raj). On
this extraordinary night, the Prophet was miraculously transported from the
Kaaba in Mecca to the Al-Aqsa Mosque in Jerusalem. From there, he
ascended through the heavens, encountering various prophets and
experiencing profound spiritual revelations.

Duldul served as the Prophet's loyal companion on this awe-inspiring
journey. As the Prophet mounted Duldul, the mule miraculously expanded
in size, enabling the Prophet to soar through the heavens with ease.
Duldul's steadfastness and unwavering loyalty symbolized the Prophet's
unwavering trust in Allah's divine plan.

Duldul's Characteristics and Symbolism

Duldul was not merely an ordinary mule; it possessed exceptional qualities
that set it apart from its peers. Islamic texts describe Duldul as having a
distinctive white coat, with a black mane and tail. Its eyes sparkled with
intelligence, and its gait was described as graceful and elegant.

In Islamic tradition, Duldul is often depicted as a symbol of humility, loyalty,
and obedience. Its unwavering companionship with the Prophet serves as
a reminder of the importance of these virtues in the life of a believer.
Moreover, Duldul's white coat is seen as a representation of purity and
divine favor.

Duldul's Significance in Islamic Jurisprudence

Duldul's role in Islamic history has also had a lasting impact on Islamic
jurisprudence. The Hanafi school of thought considers Duldul to be a



"mustahabb" (recommended) animal for riding, while the Maliki, Shafi'i, and
Hanbali schools view it as "mubah" (permissible).

Scholars have also debated the issue of whether it is permissible to sell or
rent Duldul. The majority of jurists maintain that it is not permissible to sell
or rent the Prophet's mule due to its sacred status and association with the
Night Journey and Miraculous Ascension.

The Legacy of Duldul

Duldul left an enduring legacy in Islamic history, its name forever etched in
the annals of the Prophet's life and teachings. Throughout the centuries,
poets, scholars, and artists have immortalized Duldul in their works, paying
tribute to its exceptional qualities and the profound symbolism it carries.

Today, Duldul continues to be revered by Muslims around the world as a
cherished companion of the Prophet and a symbol of unwavering loyalty,
humility, and divine favor. Its story serves as a constant reminder of the
importance of these virtues and the profound impact they can have on our
lives.

The story of Duldul, the Prophet's mule, is a captivating and inspiring
account of loyalty, devotion, and divine favor. This extraordinary creature
played an integral role in some of the most pivotal moments in Islamic
history, serving as a steadfast companion to the Prophet Muhammad and a
symbol of unwavering trust in Allah's divine plan.

Duldul's legacy continues to inspire and captivate Muslims around the
world, reminding us of the importance of virtuous conduct and the profound
impact that our actions can have on the course of history. Through its



enduring presence in Islamic history, art, and literature, Duldul serves as a
timeless testament to the profound bonds of love, loyalty, and faith that
have shaped the Islamic tradition.
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